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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION (ABSTRACT) 

Please revise the Abstract of the Disclosure section as follows: 

A Web based system provid e s informational s e rvices for assisting custom e rs in selecting 
products or other types of items from an electronic catalog of a m e rchant. Us e rs of the syst e m 
can create and join user communities, such as communiti e s bas e d on user hobbies, localities, 
professions, and organizations. The system also supports implicit membership communities that 
are based on email addresses ( e .g., all users having a "nasa.com" email addr e ss), shipping/billing 
addresses, and other known user information. Using purchas e history data collected for online 
users, th e system automatically identifies and g e n e rates lists of the most popular items (and/or 
items that are becoming popular) within particular communities, and makes such information 
available to users for viewing. For example, in th e context of an online book store users of th e 
nasa.com community may automatically be pr e s e nted a W e b pag e which lists the bosts e lling 
book titl e s among nasa.com us e rs, or may be sent e mail notifications of purchase events or 
hotselling books within th e community. Another f e atur e involves automatically notifying users 
interested in particular products of oth e r users (pr e f e rably oth e r m e mbers of the same 
community) that have purchased the same or similar products. For example, in one embodiment, 
when a user acc e sses a book detail pag e , the detail page is customiz e d to include th e names and 
email addresses of other memb e rs of the us e r's community that recently purchased the sam e 
book. A computer service monitors online browsing of an electronic catalog by a user, and 
notifies the user when a catalog item being accessed is one that has been purchased by an 
affiliated user, such as a contact or a fellow community member. The notification may include 
the contact information of the affiliated user, and/or may provide an option to send a message to 
the affiliated user. 
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REMARKS 

By this Amendment, Applicants have replaced the original abstract with a new abstract 
that complies with the 1 50-word limit of Rule 1 .72. 
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